FOR SONG OF THE SUMMER

BY MATTEO BLANCO

ihanna’s “Please Don’t Stop the Music.” Kelly

Rowland’s “When Love Takes Over.” Pepper
Mashay’s “Dive in the Pool.” What do all these
songs have in common? Each defined a summer
in the first decade of the new millennium. As we
enter the first summer of a new decade, music
insiders are all abuzz over what diva and song will
go down in gay history as the song for summer
2010. A lot is riding on it: prestige, honors, and
most of all, money. We chatted with four of this
summer’s strongest contenders — Kristine W,
Veronica, Leah Driscoll, and Kim Davis — about
their new dance tracks and why they feel theirs
will be the song of the summer.

wil your track be the
ince floor song of the summer”?

Veronica: "If You Wanna Fly" is about letting go
of your security blanket and taking the plunge into
the unknown. I think we all wanna fly. We all want
to leave inhibitions behind.

Leah: "If This Is Love" is relatable. I think we've
all experienced that moment of empowerment
where we walk away from a love that’s not right.

Kim: "Twist of Love" is a throw your hands in
the air dance floor anthem.

Kristine: "The Power of Music" is all those
things. A throw your hands in the air dance floor
anthem with an important message about how

music fuels our souls.

Veronica: Definitely! Hip Hop did its thing. It
was a huge movement that no one could stop. It
will always be around, but it has moved into an-
other sphere. Dance has taken the limelight.

3Nk form '?M ng
ular again?
Leah 'The internet is to thank. Dance has always
been huge in Europe but it never really found a
mainstream pop home in the US until it became so
easy to get a hold of.

Kristine: We also have the current economic
and political climate to thank. Dance music is

uplifting with powerful and often times spiritual
messages. We need the extra encouragement in
stressful times such as what we are living in today.

Leah Dance music today is crossing into other
genres of music much more so now than it did be-
fore — perhaps because it has become mainstream.

Kim: Before it was more about dance artists
breaking into mainstream. Now its mainstream
artists breaking into dance.

Veronlca There would be no Ke$ha WlthOut
Luke or Flo Rida. There would be no Lady Gaga
without Akon.

Leah: There’d be no Leona Lewis without Whit-
ney, and there’d be no Whitney without Aretha. ..

Veronica: Ultimately, I think both Ke$ha and
Gaga borrow from Madonna’s image. Ke$ha took
her grungy beginnings and Gaga incorporates her
love for theatrical performances. So there would be

no Ke$ha or Lady Gaga without Madonna.

What's next for each of you?
Kim: Touring!

Veronica: I launch my promo tour this summer
and my Saint Nor Sinner album releases in the fall.

Leah: I'm on the road promoting my new
track. I'm also planning to get back into the studio
to record new material.

Kristine: I have a Jazz album coming out called
Straight Up with A Twist. It’s a double album proj-
ect that I started in 2006. This baby has been in my
belly a while and is ready to come out!
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Krlstlne My adv1ce to all singers is to stay positive
and realize that your voice is a gift that you give

to others. Yes, we all want to sell music but when

creating music comes from honest feelings and
a good heart, magic happens. You may not get rich
but you will change lives. ®



